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Abstract
The presentation will discuss three perennial questions among the many unanswered questions
related to anaphora and coreference (resolution): (i) Are (automatic) anaphora resolution and
coreference resolution beneficial to NLP applications? (ii) Do we know how to evaluate anaphora
resolution algorithms? and (iii) Which are the coreferential links most difficult to resolve?
The talk will start with brief terminological notes and will proceed with an outline and the conclusions of a study conducted by the speaker and members of his group seeking to establish whether
automatic anaphora resolution and automatic coreference resolution help NLP applications such
as text summarisation, text categorisation, term extraction and textual entailment. Next, the topic
of evaluation of anaphora resolution will be discussed and the speaker will come up with proposals as to how this should be properly done. The speaker will argue that the evaluation of
anaphora and coreference resolution algorithms must factor in the complexity of anaphoric and
coreferential relations. In line with this argument, the presentation will conclude by outlining
the first results of an ongoing study by the speaker’s research group where the complexity of
coreferential links is empirically validated by eye-tracking experiments.
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